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Child Maltreatment Case Review Report: 
 

The Wyoming Child Death Review and Prevention Team (WCDRPT) seeks to improve 

Wyoming communities’ prevention of and response to major injuries and fatalities in cases of 

child maltreatment. We evaluate visible trends in Wyoming’s child fatalities and actively 

advocate for child victims of maltreatment and make recommendations for change through 

prevention, intervention, training, education, legislation and public policy. 
 

In 2015, the WCDRPT reviewed 24 child major injury and fatality cases (children 0-17 years 

old) related to child maltreatment in 2015. The following is a summary of findings and 

recommendations relating to this review: 

2015 Child Fatalities Reviewed – Child Maltreatment:     1 

2015 Child Serious/Near Death Injuries Reviewed– Child Maltreatment:   23 

 

Identified Concerns among Cases Reviewed: 

 Substance use and abuse;  

 Unsafe sleep environment; 

 Premature birth concerns (as connected to limited hospital stay time); 

 Domestic violence issues in the home; 

 Delayed medical treatment; 

 Serial perpetrators (prior victims); 

 Various agencies, entities, or medical personnel not noticing or reporting signs of trauma; 

 Prior victimization of child who never received treatment; 

 Registered Sex Offenders living in the same residence as victims; 

 Non-offending parent not receiving services (counseling/therapy); 

 Unrelated young males are the most common perpetrators of Shaken Baby Syndrome; 

 Family members with knowledge of trauma not making reports;  

 Financial stress in the home; 

 Department of Family Services (DFS) involvement at the time of incident. 
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Team Recommendations: 

o Promotion of current and additional community prevention activities surrounding in and 

around-home safety to parents with children in different developmental stages.  

 Safety education including household hazards and emergency preparedness.  

o Promotion of statewide efforts surrounding substance use in children, ages 0-18, especially the 

increased risk of sexual assaults/abuse by peers and adults while under the influence.  

 Education to parents and children, as age appropriate to understand.  

o Greatly expanded statewide education surrounding healthy relationships and sexuality to 

parents, those working directly with children, and all children, through school or community-

related efforts, with specific focus on children ages 10-18.  

 Education to include knowledge of social norms around healthy sexuality and 

relationships, victim blaming and bystander intervention, dangers of sexting and 

social media, and basic understanding of Wyoming laws surrounding sexual 

violations (as is age-appropriate). 

o Expanded outreach to military branches, groups and organizations in Wyoming who work with 

child welfare/maltreatment prevention, domestic violence and sexual assault to coordinate 

efforts with civilian agencies, organizations and groups to ensure consistent message and 

expand collaborative opportunities for greater education in these topic areas.  

o Increased efforts to reach out to various cultural groups, including those who may not use 

English as a primary language, in all suggested community education efforts. Different 

Wyoming communities can identify groups of differing cultures, and they may have 

educational gaps due to language barriers.  

 These educational efforts include topics around domestic violence, child 

maltreatment, and Wyoming standards and statutes relating to these two issues 

as well as corporal punishment.  

o Continued and expanded statewide training opportunities regarding mandated reporting, 

identifying child maltreatment, and toxic stress/Adverse Childhood Experiences.  

 These trainings tie directly to support for ongoing education around the roles 

and restrictions of the DFS offices, specifically to communities, to limit 

fears/misunderstandings and promote services/opportunities for families.  

o Increased expansion of the Drug Endangered Children (DEC) initiative, or related philosophy, 

to encourage better acknowledgement and assessment of children in homes by law 

enforcement during investigations of other reports (domestic violence, drug-related).  

 This includes notifying and/or involving the local DFS office if children are 

present, as appropriate.  
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o Expanded education by DFS, or other appropriate entity, to county prosecutors in Wyoming 

around child endangerment, especially as it may relate or be applicable as a secondary offense 

to other charges/crimes. 

o Encourage consistency of school district policies, statewide, relating to child welfare checks 

and notification of potential or actual reports of parents to DFS for educational neglect. 

Timelines for various notifications appear to differ by days or weeks, depending on the county 

and district.  

o Continued education around the National Institute of Health’s Safe to Sleep initiative. 

o The WCDRPT will facilitate conversations with WY Coroner’s Association about providing 

consistent documentation to the Department of Family Services in fatality cases. 

o Consistency among Coroner’s records could be improved, as well as improved communication 

between Coroners and hospitals/law enforcement in some communities.   

o Continued education for domestic violence training to DFS staff and communities, including 

support for the domestic violence training curriculum “Healthy Mom, Healthy Babies.” 

o Improved consistency of decisions surrounding the utilization of drug/substance use charges in 

supporting child maltreatment charges. 

o Increased awareness to the general public regarding dangers of substance abuse around 

children, particularly by parents and caretakers. 

o Enhanced culturally-specific education around sexual assault, as well as see a general increase 

in sexual abuse education statewide.   

o Continued encouragement of education around the most common perpetrators of child sexual 

abuse being “trusted” and “known” adults.  

o Encourage referrals to specialized therapy for victims of child sexual abuse with appropriately 

certified mental health providers. 

o Expanded statewide education to parents about preventing Shaken Baby Syndrome, with some 

specific focus around understanding trends involving unrelated caretakers.  

o Support of home visitation services to pregnant mothers currently involved with DFS or who 

may be otherwise considered “at risk.” 

o Encouragement of family planning education to mothers post-birth, regarding ideal birth 

spacing.  

o Ongoing and increased support of education in schools to young men and women about caring 

for infants. 

o Encouraged statewide use of the “Bridges Out Of Poverty” training among human service 

related agencies. 
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o Encouragement of mental health facilities to use state-standard tools for screening regarding 

child sexual abuse victims.  

 

2015 Child Maltreatment Statistics: 
(Data provided from Wyoming Department of Family Services Data System) 

  

 

1077    Number of Unique Substantiated Victims of Maltreatment, Children 18 and Under  
 

779      Number of Unique Substantiated Victims of Maltreatment, Children 10 and Under 

 (72.33% of Victims were under the age of 10) 
 

410      Number of Unique Substantiated Victims of Maltreatment, Children 5 and Under 

           (38.07% of Victims were under the age of 5) 

  

10        Number of Unique Substantiated Victims of Maltreatment, With a Disability (0.92%) 

  

90.50%     Victims Maltreated by a Biological Parent  

Breakdown by type (approximate percentages): 

74.40%  Neglect 

15.35%  Abuse 

4.22%    Sexual Abuse 

1.68%    Educational Neglect 

1.07%    Physical Abuse 

3.28%    Miscellaneous* 

*Dangerous Act, Lack Supervision, Medical Neglect, Physical Injury, Abandonment, Emotional 

Abuse, Negligent Treatment, Mental Injury, Other, Psychological Abuse 

  

92.06%     Percentage of Sexual Abuse Victims – Female (58 Victims) 
 

7.94%     Percentage of Sexual Abuse Victims – Male (5 Victims) 
  

 

 

**The Wyoming Child Death Review and Prevention Team is coordinated by the Wyoming Citizen 

Review Panel, Inc. For questions or comments regarding this report, please contact (307)632-0032.** 


