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WHY ATTEND 
 

Parallel fatality review processes are being conducted in communities across the country, 
often tasked with reviewing the same or similar cases. Effective collaboration between 
diverse fatality review systems promises to enrich these unique processes, increase 
efficiency, reduce redundancy, and achieve greater prevention impact. This webinar 
explores effective collaboration between civilian child death review (CDR) and fetal and 
infant mortality review (FIMR) collaboration with military child death reviews overseen by 
the Department of Defense Family Advocacy Program, as well as maternal mortality 
review (MMR) processes.  
 

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 
 

Welcome and Opening Remarks: Sonsy Fermín, MSW, LCSW. CDR, USPHS 
Commander Sonsy Fermín is the Acting Chief of the Healthy Start East Branch, within the 
Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Division of Healthy Start and Perinatal Services.  In this 
role, she provides programmatic guidance to grantees under the Federal Healthy Start 
Program. Her responsibilities include assisting grantees with technical oversight and 
monitoring programmatic progress to reduce infant mortality in vulnerable populations.  
Sonsy also served as a Public Health Advisor in the Division of State and Community 
Systems Development, Center for Mental Health Services, Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration. In this capacity, she had the responsibility for monitoring 
and managing over $29 million in grants annually for the Protection and Advocacy of 
individuals with serious mental illness and serious emotional disturbance.  
 

Guest Speaker: Julie Zaharatos, MPH 

Julie is a key member of the CDC Division of Reproductive Health’s Building U.S. Capacity to 
Review and Prevent Maternal Deaths team.  For the past three years Julie has supported the 
development of maternal mortality review committees by providing technical assistance and 
problem solving for state-specific needs.  She also conducts outreach to key stakeholders 
around the country to promote better understanding of the causes and factors contributing 
to pregnancy-related death.  Julie contributed to the recently-released Report from Nine 
Maternal Mortality Review Committees.  She previously served as Maternal and Child 
Health Program Director for the March of Dimes Georgia Chapter and served as a member 
of the Georgia Maternal Mortality Review Committee from 2014-2016. 
 
Guest Speaker: Melvina Thornton, LICSW 
Melvina Thornton, LICSW, is a Senior Program Analyst within the Office of the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense, Military Community and Family Readiness Policy, Family 
Advocacy Program (FAP). She has responsibility for policy development related to the 
Department of Defense’s (DoD’s) coordinated community response to domestic abuse 
and serves as DOD’s subject matter expert on domestic abuse. She also serves as the DoD 



representative on federal inter-agency working groups and cross-functional teams to 
promote seamless service delivery across programs serving domestic abuse victims.  
 
In addition, she is the coordinator for the annual DoD Fatality Review Summit with 
responsibility for drafting the final Summit report which identifies observations and 
recommendations for addressing family violence and other related fatalities.  
Ms. Thornton has over twenty years’ of experience in the DoD FAP and is a graduate of 
Virginia Commonwealth University, School of Social Work. 
 

 
 

 


